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the Fenian meeting in Hoxton; and when he takes con mand of the camp in the Apennines he appears as a tru leader of men, bold, wary, and unscrupulous. His mis sion is to be the sword-arm of the secret societies, Mar Anne of France and Madre Natura of Italy.
From a very early date, Disraeli had been deeply ire pressed by the widespread activities of the secret societie in Europe. He drew special attention to the danger i: Lord George Bentinck and in his speeches in the Hous of Commons on the Italian question. During his recer term of office, Irish and Irish-American Fenianism had t be met and defeated; and the information that then poure in upon the Government confirmed and extended his previon knowledge of revolutionary conspiracies. Of all this h made full use in Lothair. Reviewers accused him of gros exaggeration, of conjuring up imaginary perils; Mary Ann< though referred to in the protocols of Paris in 1856, wa treated as a bogey. But within a year the outbreak c the.Paris Commune, with its revelation of the malign worl ings of the International Society, showed how thoroughl well justified were the apprehensions of Disraeli's Moi signori and diplomatists, and the boasts of his revolutioi aries. Catesby says of the secret societies: c They ha~v declared war against the Church, the State, and the domesti principle. All the great truths and laws on which the fan ily reposes are denounced. Their religion is the religio of science,' The French Ambassador declares that the Mai Anne associations in France were all alive and asti: ' Mary Anne,' he explains, ' was the real name for the ~R public years ago, and there always was a sort of myth ths these societies had been founded by a woman. . . . Tl word has gone out to all these societies that Mary Anne hs returned, and will issue her orders, which must be obeyed And Bruges, the revolutionary general, confirms the re] resentatives of authority. ' There are more secret soci ties at this moment than at any period since '85, though yc hear nothing of them; and they believe in Mary Anne, an
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ft 14.....jrlution shine amid the mouth-ings of the revolutionary council in Soho and the turmoil of,i he,.espoused. The maina republican  and  secularist book  of  poems,   a  parody  of  the National Anthem.
